INTRODUCTION
A genotype x environment interaction may be defined as a change in the relative performance of a a character " of two or more genotypes measured in two or more environments. Interactions may therefore involve changes in rank order for genotypes between environments and changes in the absolute and relative magnitude of the genetic, environmental and phenotypic variances between environments. These changes in rank order and in variances (an important distinction to be referred to later) are found separately and together and are illustrated in figure i. They have important implications for the animal breeder in designing his selection programmes.
An early effort to classify genotype-environment interactions was made by H AL -DANE ( 194 6) . It 
